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GENERAL NOTICE

TO ALL PRACTITIONERS
HIGH COURT
PORT ELIZABETH

17 April 2020

RE:  The implementation of directives issued by the Chief Justice on 17 April
2020: The Management of matters enrolled during the lockdown: Port
Elizabeth High Court.

Kindly be advised that the Chief Justice has issued directives in terms of section 8 (3) (b)
of the Superior Courts Act 10 of 2013 for the functioning of the Courts during the
lockdown. A copy thereof is annexed for your ease of reference, and all practitioners are
urged to acquaint themselves with the contents thereof.

In order to facilitate the implementation of the directives, the following measures will
apply with immediate effect:

1 UNOPPOSED MOTION COURT

1.1 Subject to paragraph 1.2 below, there will be no formal open court sitting
of motion court on 21 and 28 April 2020.




1.2 All matters already enrolled on the aforementioned dates will remain on
the court roll, and have been allocated to the Honourable Justice Goosen
who will advise the parties through the Registrar by electronic mail before
the assigned date of the following:

(a) The procedures to be adopted for the hearing of those matters which have
been identified as capable of determination in any manner other than in
open court; and

(b)  the postponement or removal of any of the matters appearing on the court
roll.

Z; ROLL CALL
2.1 There will be no roll call in open court until further notice.

2.2 The trial readiness of all civil trial matters enrolled for hearing will instead
be determined by a Judge in chambers. To facilitate this, the parties are
required to:

(a) telephonically or otherwise hold the required pre-trial
conference, and complete Form 1A. The minute of the
conference and Form 1A must be filed electronically with the
Registrar by not later than 10 calendar days before the trial
date;

(b)  clearly, and concisely identify the issues for determination;
and

(c) state that the matter is trial ready, and if any one of the
parties is of the view that the matter is not trial ready, to
concisely state the reasons therefor.

3. CASE FLOW MANAGEMENT CONFERENCES

3.1  Inaccordance with the directives of the Chief Justice, there will be no case
flow management conferences held before a Judge in chambers during the
lockdown period. Instead, the case management judge will communicate

electronically with the parties and issue such directives as may be
necessary to ensure the trial readiness of the matter.
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3.2  The above arrangement will apply to all case flow management
conferences which have already been enrolled during the lockdown
period, and will continue thereafter until further notice.

3.3  Any pre-trial meeting which is to take place in compliance with
Court Rule 37 A, must be held telephonically and the minute of the
meeting must be filed electronically with the Registrar.

3.4  The said minute may be accompanied by such written submissions
which either party may deem appropriate in the circumstances, and
are aimed at the enhancement of the trial readiness of the matter.

3.5  Should the parties reach agreement with regard to any aspect
relevant to the trial readiness of the matter, the Registrar must be
requested to place same before the case flow management judge.

4. The documents envisaged in this notice must be sent to FAhmed@judiciary.org.za.
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